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SUBJECT: MEMORANDUM OE UNDERSTANDING 
REE (A) DHAHRAN 0009, (B) 76 JIDDA 7145 

1 . DURING A MEETING IN RIYADH ON JAN 2 WITH BG AHMANN, 

CHUSMTM, SAG MINDEF PRINCE SULTAN SAID THAT THE MINISTER OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS WOULD SIGN THE USMTM MEMORANDUM OE UNDER- 
STANDING (MOU) AND, THEREAFTER, SULTAN WOULD SIGN USMTM 
SUPPORT LOA (CASE AAA). PRINCE SULTAN SAID THAT HE HOPED 

AMB PORTER WOULD SIGN THE MOU FOR THE U S. AND THAT BOTH SIDES 
WOULD AGREE THAT ARTICLE 8 WAS SUBJECT TO FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS. 

2. SULTAN THEN SAID THAT HE HOPED THE U.S. SIDE WOULD BE 
WILLING TO NEGOTIATE ARTICLE 8 WITH A DEGREE OF UNDERSTANDING 
OF HIS POSITION. HE STATED THAT IE THE U.S. INSISTED ON WHAT 
AMOUNTED TO DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY FOR ALL U.S. MILITARY 
IN-COUNTRY HE WOULD RECEIVE MANY COMPLAINTS FROM HIS OFFI- 
CERS AND CONSIDERABLE CENSURE FROM OTHERS NOT AS PRO-AMERICAN 
AS HE IS. 
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3. PRINCE SULTAN WENT ON TO SAY THAT WE HAVE HAD NO 

UNSOL V ABLE INCIDENTS INVOLVING U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL UNDER 
THE OLD ARTICLE 8 AND WOULD NOT HAVE ANY IN THE FUTURE. 

BASED ON THIS, HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY U.S. SIDE WOULD 
INSIST ON VERY STRONG WORDING OE ARTICLE 8 AND HOPED THAT 
THEY WOULD NOT. 
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4. PRINCE SULTAN THEN WENT ON TO SAY THAT HE WAS IN FAVOR 

OF THE USMTM AGREEMENT BEING THE BASIC AGREEMENT WITH AGREE- 
MENTS FOR OTHER DOD AGENCIES BEING BRANCHES THEREFROM. THE 
ASKED IF CHUSMTM THOUGHT THIS WAS A GOOD IDEA. CHUSMTM 
REPLIED THAT HE SAW NO REASON TO CHANGE OTHER IN-FORCE 
AGREEMENTS WHICH WERE WORKING SATISFACTORILY AND THAT USMTM 
WAS A SPECIAL AND COMPLETELY DIFFERENT CASE IN THAT MUCH OF 
USMTM SUPPORT WAS PROVIDED AS AID IN KIND (AIK) AS OPPOSED 
TO REIMBURSEMENT OF THE USG. 

5. SULTAN THEN STATED THAT HE HAD DISCUSSED THIS SUBJECT 
WITH SECOND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND NATIONAL GUARD COM- 
MANDER PRINCE ABDULLAH AND MINISTER OF INTERIOR PRINCE NAIF 
AND THAT THEY ALL AGREED WITH HIM THAT THE USMTM MOU SHOULD 
BE THE BASIC GUIDELINE DOCUMENT FOR ALL DOD AGENCIES. 

6. COMMENT: WE HAVE ALWAYS RECOGNIZED THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT MINDEF SULTAN MIGHT USE THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE 
USMTM MOU TO CHANGE THE STATUS OF OTHER US DOD AGENCIES 
IN THE COUNTRY. HIS INTENTION NOW IS QUITE EXPLICIT BUT 

WE DO NOT THINK THERE IS ANY CHANGE IMMEDIATELY IN THE 
OFFING AND IN ANY CASE IT MAY TAKE CONSIDERABLE TIME TO 
NEGOTIATE ARTICLE EIGHT OF THE MOU. 

PORTER 
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